The influence sociology has on social policy: 
	How sociology can influence and inform the study of social problems
	Illustrated from Schofield’s research on the ‘Sexual behaviour of young people’

	It can explain the processes by which issues get labelled as social problems. Becker identifies the stages as follows:

1. The identification of an objective condition

2. Shared and widespread recognition of its existence

3. Embodiment in an organisation or institution
	1. The increased incidence of venereal disease was reported at an international conference. This was linked to promiscuity in the young.

2. This produced scare reports in the media expressing concern about immorality and disease among the young.

3. The Nuffield foundation provided the money and the research was carried out under the control of the Central council for Health Education.

	Research can therefore generate an awareness of social problems by making hidden problems manifest. 
	The study found that 1 in 3 girls who had premarital sex became pregnant.

	Identifying who has the power to define the issue as a social problem.
	Adults defined the problem as young people not conforming to practices regarded by adults as legitimate. Adults funded the research so only their definitions of reality are reflected. It is unlikely that young people would have been funded to study adult sexual behaviour.

	Can show how the definition of terms can change the  nature and extent of ‘the problem’
	The study only considered heterosexual activity. The inclusion of homosexual sex may have significantly changed results.

	Suggest ways of measuring the extent of the problem
	An interview provided responses to questions which were classified on a six point scale of experience from 1 (little or no contact with the opposite sex) to 6 (sexual intercourse with more than 1 partner)

	Research the causes of problems in order to find a solution
	Showed the majority of adolescents received little or no guidance from parents or teachers including the facts of contraception and VD

	Providing objective evidence for deciding between alternative policies
	Care was taken to exclude all moral judgements during the course of the interviews with young people. This was then used to find the best method of presenting information on sex education and at what age.


	Provide basic information before suitable measures can be put in place.
	A suitable large sample of 13 – 19 year olds was interviewed so as to be able to describe certain social norms.

	Monitoring strategies providing data to monitor the effectiveness of policy change.
	The intention was to repeat the study with subsequent generations of young people.

	Provide reliable scientific knowledge to improve society through prediction and control.
	The outcome of the research was to make family planning clinics accessible to unmarried young people.


